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indicates that most crimes against
women in Assam were reported under
the category of “Cruelty by Husband or
his Relatives.”[1] Furthermore, the
National Family Health Survey 2019-21
(NFHS-5) data reveals that 32% of ever-
married women aged 18-49 years have
experienced spousal violence, and 8% of
young women aged 18-29 faced sexual
violence by the age of 18 in Assam.[2]
According to the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) index
released by NITI Aayog in June 2021,
Assam ranks as the worst performer in
achieving gender equality. [3]

The 2022 NCRB report noted a 50%
decrease in crimes against women in
Assam over the last five years, with
police attributing this decline to better
investigative practices leading to arrests.
However, Assam also recorded the
second-lowest conviction rate (4.8%) for
crimes against women in the country,
and it ranked fourth lowest in
cybercrime convictions and sixth lowest
in crimes against children. These
discrepancies in the data highlight
significant challenges in the judicial
process and the quality of investigations.
Despite stricter legal amendments, GBV
remains a serious concern, requiring 

Gender-based violence (GBV)
against women and girls is one of
the most pressing global
emergencies and a significant
challenge to sustainable
development. Assam is no
exception, as GBV remains a
widespread issue throughout the
state. While home and family are
often regarded as the safest spaces
for women and girls, the National
Crime Records Bureau’s (NCRB)
“Crime in India Report, 2021” 
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[1] https://www.epw.in/engage/article/empirical-evidence-crime-
againstwomenassam#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20NCRB's%20Crime,in%202021%20is%20168.3%2C%20which
[2] https://mohfw.gov.in/sites/default/files/NFHS-5_Phase-II_0.pdf
[3] https://theprint.in/india/state-of-the-states-niti-report-shows-whos-rising-whos-lagging-and-the-gap-in-
between/672171/ 
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