Inter-state trafficking - Condemnation and Concerns — An Appeal

We, the undersigned, are horrified by the news of 15™ May 2024, about sex trafficking
of young women and minor girls from Assam into Arunachal Pradesh and the extreme
bodily harm they have been subjected to. Young women and minor girls from various
districts of Assam have been trafficked into Arunachal Pradesh and forced to perform
sexual acts before the camera. The girls were tortured, burnt with cigarettes if they
resisted. Some were administered contraceptive pills. This ghastly story of sexual
violence, torture and bondage was revealed when one of them escaped and reported it to
the public.

Equally horrifying is the identity of the culprits. No other than police personnel in
Arunachal, Pradesh ranging from the level of a Deputy Superintendent of Police to
constables, officials of government departments like the PWD, Rural Works
Department (RWD), and individuals from the medical fraternity, apart from hotel
owners and middlemen who facilitate the ‘supply’ of girls from Assam, are alleged to
being involved in this heinous crime. All this has been covered in the print media and
TV channels in both Arunachal Pradesh (NEWSFY)) and Northeast News Assam. It has
been reported that this inter-state trafficking racket, busted by the Itanagar police, has
been going on for several years. The TV channels have reported that a total of 22 people

had been arrested for their involvement in the sex trade.

Though the perpetrators are in judicial custody, there are multiple challenges and
complications involved in ensuring that the aggrieved young girls receive the justice
due to them. Some of the minors have reportedly stopped talking, due to their state of
shock or trauma. Some survivors have turned hostile because of threats by their own
fathers or others involved. Further, we are shocked to know from the news channel
NEWSFY that Arunachal’s State Commission for the Protection of Child Rights was in
the know but took no action.

We, as individuals and representatives of civil society organisations, condemn these
heinous criminal activities of the perpetrators in the strongest terms. No words can
describe the devilish crimes committed on the young girls and women who, in this case,
are reportedly from Assam like Dhemaji, Karbi Anglong and Nagaon. More
importantly we must understand and think about the nature of deterioration in the social
and economic reality of our society which is pushing our children into the hands of
these criminals.

We therefore call on State agencies of both the states to display robust measures toward



eradicating organised sexual crimes against girls and women. Partnerships or
collaborative exercises are strongly recommended between state institutions dealing
with the enforcement authorities, women’s groups and child rights protection.
Institutional care homes and One Stop Centres must be included to strengthen this
effort to complement the task of sexual crime eradication. We are aware of the success
stories of inter-state police coordination in dealing with trafficking and expect this to be
taken with full might.

We recommend interventions such as psycho-social care and counselling for those
survivors of violence. Social organizations should be considered to conduct workshops
that involved positive interaction, music and dance therapy — to enable them to cope
with the trauma. Where necessary, special residential facilities with institutional
services on counselling, trauma management should be made possible through creative

methods, as well as life skills to enable socio-legal and economic support.

We demand that the arrested culprits, and those yet to be caught, are dealt with strict
legal action against them under the relevant Acts that are in place. We express our
solidarity with the survivors of these recent sexual atrocities who are now under
protection, and demand prompt and appropriate action towards the delivery of justice

from the judiciary and law enforcement authorities.

It is in this light that we call for wider publicity and collectively condemn these acts of
abduction, purchase of vulnerable women and girls from Assam into Arunachal

Pradesh, resulting in violence, rape, pornographic voyeurism and bodily harm to them.
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