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cnmes a$iln$t wolnen. LJrr{rrru-
nately. Assanr again rrrconled *re
highest ratc o{r-"riure apainsl
women for tle founh yrar
acording to rhe Natjonal Cnme
Rtrvrrds Bureau irr 2(121. h is
wsmen's dre*s xhrch is nften
blamed when acts of serual violence
or harassrnent oc.cur, Girl, children
and senior rryumcn havc bcen
urge*d as sexuel rrbjccts lurcl lrave
been rafxd, mrile,strd and tc:litxJ
even whsn t"trey are crrered in
layers of ck:nhrng frnrn head rtl tr:e.
The central fcrcusremains on
controlling women ald keeprng
xriety's honour inact rztler than
establistfng that abux ordi*rimi.
nation has r:ccurred. It k:ds to a

series o{violatiom ola women's
right.s to a life oichciice, litxrry
$tfct1, and dignity Certain illrqieal
actic;ns haye largsr impli&tions in a
prl'rlife It is tinrr: we stop
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5u - lleatedilrgurnfn*i ffru
E{.}rl}lg un at&{nst or h fav<lur qlf ;r

!'{,ultg w$man wlnr aplxarr:d frrr an
, entrarK* exilrrilration, w*aring half

Hmts. iu Teepur. Drcs* ix a mattcr.
u{ trrurrcrnal dxrice. Apprerpriate.
cl*thrng suiung ccrtain situatirins is
alway* wc{cornc. Hr.rt is unwel-
r:tyn*. i* wken dress ir sften used as
a tr.ri trrfirrther subjugate women
and *rrl*. Ten*ir.ns pn:railctl wheh
erxtarns r+ere wrapped annurd her
lxfure sltr crruld write tk rcst.
'Ihk ir rir:tragflrus" Wourd c-urtains
lx.wrrp$ rm a rulerxndi&te in
nmrlrr cltrtlring? Sh* was <lcfi nrtely
targrird trsr t*r gendcr and $ias
mpertcd to aare xxi*ty's honour-
Th*re is no iqnlstjck ttr mcasure
th$ kvels rdmr*rty. [t is defrned
diflrr*ntly ftn nren,rnd womerl
[.k*rir is u.*ed cr"rnvcniently as a tu:i
wtrn it $rr.nt:s to uphr;lding culturn
ancl rarJitrnn anr) it becomrs rhe
*q"|rnen'tr rxr m{Tl's. responsibiliry
Ij, trr tj* tr:rchhcan:rx u{ sur:h

vrir x"rh rrral rtl*nti tir:s. $rrh
lx. l*"1.r havc he*n insri rrrufin"rlired

Sr, - Heated arguments are
going on against or in fuvour of a
young woman who appeared foran
enbznce examination, wearing half
pants, in Tezpur. Dress is a matter
of personal choice. Appropriate
clothing suiting certain situations is
always welcome. What is unwel_
come is when dress is often used as
a tool tofurther subjugate women
md grls. Tensions prevailed when
curtains were wrapped around her
before she could write the test.
This is outrageous. Wouldcurtains
be wrapped on a male candidae in
similar clothing? She was definitely
targeted for her gender and was
expected to save society,s honour.
There is no yardstick to measure
the levels of modesty. It is defined
differently for men and women.
Dress is used conveniently as a tool
when it comes to upholdingculture
and tradition and it becomes the
women's, not men,s,.responsibility
to be the torchbearers ofsuch
socio-cultural identities. Such
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EDITOR
Of clothing and crimes against womet
forwomen from school uniforms to
religious attendance and more.
Women are systematically targeted
if dress diktats are disobeyed;
deviance invites naming, shaming
and abuse on \4romen and girls.
htriarchal perception of this muyel/
is one of the root causes of growind
crimesagainstwomen.Unfortu- I
nately, Assam again recorded the I
highestrateofcrimeagainst I
women for the fourth year I
accordingtotheNationalCrime I
Records Bureau in 2021.It is I
women's dress which is often I
blamedwhenacts of sexual violenJe
or harassment occur. Girl. childrel
and seniorwomen have been I
targeted as sexual objects and hat
been raped, molested and teased I
even when they are covered in I
Iayers of clothirig from head to to{
The central focus remains on I
controlling women and keeping I
society's honour intact rather tharl
establishing that abuse or discrimf,
nation has occurred..It leads toa I
series ofviolations ofawomen,s I
rights to a life of choice, liberry, I
safetyanddignity. Certain illosical I
actions have largerimplications in a I
grl's life.It is time we stop I

targeting only girls. Society as a
whole mustwalk out of discrimina-
tory perceptions and allow equal
spaces for all genders and identities.
Yours etc., ANURI'IA PATHAK,
Guwahati. I
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