“Our time is now—our rights, our future"
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The year 2022 marks the 10th anniversary of the International Day of the Girl Child. The Day has
drawn significant attention from governments and the general public. The society is concerned
with many challenges which girls face across the world. The state of Assam is no exception.
Emerging concerns remain in fields of education, safety in homes and public spaces and above
all, their health. These concerns have been compounded by the impact of the pandemic and
climate disasters.

The National Family Health Survey (NFHS) — 5 of 2019-20 reveals that 31.8% of women aged
between 20-24 years reported to have been married before they turned 18 years in Assam. This
means child and early marriages amongst girls are on the rise. In addition, teenage pregnancy
(15-19 years age group) was at 61.4%, and 13.6% of them were already mothers according to
NFHS 4. We are alarmed at the total crimes against children in Assam; according to the NCRB
2021 statistics, it hasrisen by 14.3 % from 2020.

These are only a few statistics to make us realize the many challenges which girls face. The
barriers to their overall growth are deeply rooted in patriarchal norms and customs. It affects their
intellectual growth, cultural creativity and wellbeing in sexual and reproductive health.

Assam has always been proud to have leaders who have shown us the path and significantly
contributed to history, sports, politics, performing arts, literature and culture. One cannot forget
the names of Chandraprbaha Saikiani, Nirmal Prabha Bordoloi, Kanaklata, Anwara Taimur ,
Aideo Handique, Birubala Rabha, Tayabun Nisha, Dipali Borthakur, Mamoni Raisom Goswami
among others.

Itis extremely important to listen to girls to understand their aspirations and feelings . One of the
ways is to strengthen collective efforts to promote their leadership roles. This will enable them to
take part in decision making processes. Leadership skills must be honed in the early stages of life
sothat they can lead from the front in schools, communities and the nation at large.

However, the declining participation of women electoral politics in Assam is disappointing despite

the enormous roles played by women in Assam. The number of women MLAs in the 126-member

Assam Assembly has been declining from a high of 14 in 2011 to just 6 in 2021. This again is a
matter of concemn.

We must believe in the agency of the girl child. Gender norms
which disadvantage must be challenged and equal opportunities
must be given to girls to strengthen their leadership from a very
young age. There must be increased resources and
investments to promote girls as change makers, influencers
and leaders.

On this Day North East Network reaffirms its commitment to “
Remembering women leaders of the past: Promoting
adolescents girls’ leadership” The rights of the girl child
must be fulfilled now for the future of the society.

Formore Information call 94350 17824, North East Network,
J N Barooah Lane, Jorpukhuri, Guwahati, Assam
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