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he Anudhati Gokd Scheme is a new 
pohcy made by the Gove nnent of As 
sam, under which the qovernment will 
now offer ten grams of gold to young 
women for their weddings But whether 

this scheme will be a boon or bane can only be 
astertained in the coming ycars. Here are a few 
of my observations on the scheme. 

The moment a g1ri tu°ns 18 or is cose to that 
aje, uticths the oyal marixeable age for Indian 
women, there couid he a nsh. rather a mental and 
enotonal pressue to gt mamied for the sake of 
proquring one aar l0 gans of qod or Rs. 30,000 
to purchase god. Women's education woukd also 
receve a setback - as there is no guarantee that a 
wornan would be able to continue her education 
after marTage, given the social norms and condi 
tions in wthich maried women live or are expected 
to bve Vilages tat sw upcoming women gradu 
ates/postgaduates, prolesionals, or sportswomen. 

will now see more brides, rather than Hima Dases 
ar Rirna Dases. Whie ur are striving to enhance. 
strengthern and upscae women's education, not 
ust in the academic field. but in fine arts, sports, 
etc., the scheme will defiritely lead to a lesser 
rumber of women who have passed Clas -Xll or 
graduation. and, therefore, in all possbility, lead 
to a rise in earty mariages in the State. Is mar 
rnage the sole aim of a girl's life? Not all giris want 
to marry. Some may remain single by choice. 
Dfferent giris have different gender and sexual 
dentities utose choices of mariage may not fall 
within the ambit of a so called normal definition of 
maTiage. So the scheme is not incusive. t does 
not cater to all woman and giris, does not assuTre 
thenn any State assistance. 

Another pont to pander is the ingeased viokence 
against uomen in the State Assam is at the top 
when it coTes to crITIeS against women. It is one 
ol the states that has recorded the highest rate of 
crimes against women in 2017. according to the 
Natoral Chme Records Burcau. The majornty of 
these cases are ruelty by hsand, and the State has 
also registered one of the hugtest chme rates nder 
kdnapping to compd wornen for mamage. The 
gokd scheme coud ikely becoTe a bait to comunit 
fmther abuse on women t wo ldn't be saupnsing 
if the case of donmestxc vokence especialy dowry 
ard partner abuse, in the next few onths, wukt 
be this scheme. 

Moreover, the control and access to the 'god or 
its cquvalert cash wouikd not be in the hands of the 
wOman in a patriarchal society ike aurs. Gokd, it 
sees, 0sbeing uderstood as a symtol of maniage. 
But is gold' central to weddings in o° State? It was 
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paan, mekhea sador, kahi-bati, and other essen 
tial items are given to a bride for her convenience as 
she begins a new phase in her ife. These uill now 
be les attractive in comparison to gokd. Women 
wil be further commodified in the mariage market. 

The use/access/control on the toa of gokd or its 
equivalent cash must be in the hands of the young 
adult woman. However, the reality is different, as a 
woman generally renains under the control of her 
family. voth natal and marital, who will everntualy 
decide ard manipuate the forture of the tob of gold 
during or pOst-mariage. There is every possibilty of 
manipulation of certificates related to age. maniage 
ducation and even the bils related to the purchase 
of god. Women are not recognised as agencies of 
their own So, a scheme with the best intentions, as 
claimed by the govenment. may remain defeated 
in the long run and render women d1sempouered 

Rather, the Rs. 800 crores annuaily earmarked 
for the schene nust be alotted to make safety plars 
tor women in pubic and private spaces which are 
accessbke, affordable and functional for all women 
and girls, especialy the most distressed women 
The anount must, instead, tbe inwsted in tnitativs 
like helplines, legal aid, institutiornal care serces, safe 
strets, transport ard workplaces, etc., and incniws 
in edcaion and iteacy. literary chubs. sports, fine 
arts, techrnical skils, promotion of non-conentional 
Ineihoods, heakh care, buikting women's capadties 
to participate in pubic ad poatical iíe, etc. 

Wil 'Anundhati make women gitter in gold"? 

Gold, it seems, is being 
understood as a symbol 
of marriage. But is 'gold' 
central to weddings in 
Our State? It was never 
So in Assam, at least. 
Here gamosa, tamul 
paan, mekhela-sador, 
kahi-bati, and other 
essential items are 
given to a bride... 

Will they be ornamental recipients of a regress0e 
scheme Will the scheme liberate or subordinate 
women?The questions remain unanswered The 
public must be alert. Larger implications of the 
scheme on women must be critically understood 
by a, inchding the government agencies never so in Assam, at least. Here gamosa, tamml 
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