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GUWAHATI, July 10: As
the State government pre-
pares to present its first budg-
et on July 16 in the State As-
sembly, women's rights activ-
ists in Assam have demanded
adequate fund allocation for
women's safety in Assam. The
State tops the chart in crimes
against women, with such
crime rates here three times
more, compared to the nation-
al average.

The North East Network,
which has submitted a repre-
sentation to the State Finance
Minister Ajanta Neog re-
sponding to the government’s
initiative towards public en-
gagement on the budget, has
stated that a multi-dimension-
al unified response to eliminate
all forms of violence agamst
women 1s needed for both pub-
lic and private spaces. The or-
ganisation pointed out that this
approach has to be developed
within the framework of good
governance and budgetary di-
mensions.

“Low public spending is a
constraint to achieve the high-
est safety standards for wom-
en and to achieve successful
development plans. A higher
magnitude of public spending
with State policy on women’s

safety and protection is the
crucial need of the hour,” it
stated.

For the upcoming State
budget 2021-2022, the organ-
isation demanded allocation of
appropriate budget for imple-
mentation of a State policy for
women on safety and protec-
tion with a State-level task
force comprising members of
government, court and legal
Services, women's organisa-
tions, women's commission,
women's helpline number and
public sector undertakings. It
also advocated allocation of an
adequate budget for appoint-
ment of full time ‘Protection
Officers’ or ‘Assistant Protec-
tion Officers’ under the Pro-
tection of Women from Do-
mestic Violence (PWDV) Act.

Allocation of adequate budg-
et for the state nodal agency
to ensure effective implemen-
tation of the Sexual Harass-
ment of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and
Redressal) Act for both formal
and informal sectors was also
demanded along with equal
distribution of fund to estab-
lish Swadhar Greh and Ujjwa-
la homes especially in districts,
which do not have these serv-
ices to ensure long term hous-
ing and shelter facility for
women.




