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Know 
The Assam 
Witch Hunting 
(Prohibition, Prevention  
and Protection) Act, 2018
In a patriarchal society, the unequal power relation between 
men and women puts women in a disadvantageous position 
in which violence is used as a tool to dominate and keep them 
under control. Witch hunting is one such tool.Witch hunting is 
beyond superstition and illiteracy and is not limited to caste, 
tribe, religion or language. Women are majority targets although 
a few men have been accused as witches too. 

Women have been blamed for personal tragedies, sickness, crop 
loss and deaths. Self proclaimed Bej or Ojas i.e., witch doctors 
enjoy impunity endorsed by their community and they see this 
labelling as a solution to many problems faced by the community. 
Tikker, dahinir, ramini, bateloga, dainagorh, daini, dayan, chippi, 
jokhini are different names given to women who are labeled as 
witches. Witch hunting not only affects an individual but also 
the kith and kin of the targeted person.It is a gender based 
crime against women that violates her right to a life of safety 
and dignity. It is used as a tool by which conflicts, tensions and 
jealousies are used to restore status quo swiftly and absolutely 
in a manner that evokes little or no opposition or intervention 
from the community. Even state authorities mandated to protect 
people remain mute spectators. 

On July 19, 2021, government informed the State 
Legislative Assembly that a total of 100 witch 
hunting cases have been registered in Assam 

between January 1, 2010 to June 30, 2021.

Accurate or gender segregated data is not available. 
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Different forms of violence faced by victims of witch hunting

Witch hunting is a cognizable, non-bailable and non-compoundable offence under the Assam Witch 
Hunting (Prohibition, Prevention and Protection) Act, 2018 passed by Government of Assam. It is a 
gender neutral law and any attempt to commit the crime of witch hunting will invite imprisonment and 
fine. State government will issue necessary guidelines from time to time to effect the provisions of 
this Act.

Role of Police
When the police are informed that witch hunting is likely to be committed, he/she/they will:

Failure to record FIR, negligence of investigation and withholding evidence are serious offences and 
therefore, is a cognizable offence against such police officer.

Who will be prosecuted under the Act?
Any person who identifies, or indicates another person as witch and calls him/her/them as witch 
and defames, accuses and stigmatizes by name calling, words, signs or any other act or conduct is an 
identifier who will be punished according to this Act. The identifier may also instigate another person or 
community to commit the act of witch hunting. Such actions can cause harm to the safety and dignity of 
the person and their families. 

Physical Violence 

Hanging		

Public whipping 

Parading naked

Burning 

Face blackening

Beheading

Sexual assaults

Verbal and 
Non-verbal violence
Stigma 

Social boycotting 

Isolation

Humiliation

Character assassination

Defamation

Name calling

Visit the place 
of occurrence 

Provide 
protection 
and shelter to 
the victim

Take suitable 
measures to 
prevent such 
incidences from 
happening

Issue verbal or 
written warning to 
the persons to 
abstain from inflicting 
harm upon the victim

Produce the 
accused 
persons before 
a Magistrate

Remove 
suspected persons 
and objects from 
the place

Arrest such persons 
who would unlawfully 
assemble to disturb 
public peace under 
Section 151 of Indian 
Penal Code

Protect person(s) 
associated with 
social work/NGOs who 
organize awareness 
programmes on 
witch hunting

When an offence of witch 
hunting is committed, 
he/she/they  will record an FIR, 
even if the place of occurrence is 
outside his/her/their  jurisdiction 
and take all the necessary steps 
till the case is transferred

Any government functionary, 
village headman/woman, 

Panchayats, VCDCs must report 
knowledge and occurrence of 
witch hunting to the nearest 
police station and assist too

Law enforcement agencies will 
work closely with NGOs, women’s 

organisations, educational institutions, 
district administration and social workers 
to take preventive measures and organize 
awareness programmes/public campaigns 

about witch hunting and the Act

They may 
also implement 

creative, economic 
and educative plans 

at the village level

ভু�েভাগীক 
সুৰক্ষা আৰু 
আ�য় �দান 
কিৰব

ঘটনা�লীত উপি�ত হ’ব 
আৰু এেন ঘটনা সংঘিটত 
েহাৱাত বাধা িদবৰ  বােব 
�েয়াজনীয়  পদেক্ষপ ল’ব

ৰাজহুৱা শাি� ভ� কিৰবৈল 
েবআইনীভােৱ েগাট েখাৱা 
েলাকসকলক ভাৰতীয় দ�িবিধ 
আইনৰ ধাৰা ১৫১-ৰ  
অধীনত কৰায়� কিৰ দ�াধীশৰ 
আগত হািজৰ কেৰাৱাব।

সে�হজনক ব্যি� আৰু ব� েসই 
ঠাইৰপৰা আঁতৰ কিৰব আৰু েতেন 
ব্যি�ক েমৗিখক বা িলিখত 
সাৱধানবাণী �দান কিৰ ভু�েভাগীৰ 
ক্ষিতসাধনৰপৰা িবৰত ৰািখব

ডাইনী হত্যা িবষয়ত সজাগতা 
কাযৰ্সূচীৰ আেয়াজন কৰা 
সামািজক কাম-কাজ/এন িজ 
অ’-ৰ লগত জিড়ত ব্যি� বা 
ব্যি�সকলক সুৰক্ষা িদব।

ডাইনী হত্যাৰ অপৰাধ সংঘিটত হ’েল, 
আনিক ঘটনাৰ �ান েসই থানাৰ 
অিধকাৰ েক্ষ�ৰ বািহৰৰ হ’েলও 
েতওঁ/েতওঁেলােক এখন এজাহাৰ 
নিথব� কিৰব আৰু েগাচৰেটা সিঠক 
থানাৈল �ানা�ৰ েনােহাৱা পযৰ্� 
সকেলা �েয়াজনীয় ব্যৱ�া ল’ব।

িযেকােনা চৰকাৰী কমৰ্চাৰী, 
গাঁওবুঢ়া/গাঁওবুঢ়ী প�ায়ত, িভ িচ 
িড িচেয় ডাইনী হত্যাৰ ঘটনাৰ 
উমান পােলই িনকটতম আৰক্ষী 

থানাত জনাব আৰু সহােয়া কিৰব

আইন �েয়াগ সং�াসমূেহ এন িজ অ’, মিহলা 
সংঘ, ৈশিক্ষক �িত�ান, িজলা �শাসন, আৰু 
সমাজ কমৰ্ীসকলৰ লগত ঘিন�ভােৱ কাম কিৰ 
সুৰক্ষাৰ ব্যৱ�া ল’ব, ডাইনী হত্যা আৰু এই 
স�কৰ্ীয় আইনখনৰ িবষয়ত সজাগতা সভা/ 

ৰাজহুৱা অিভযানৰ আেয়াজন কিৰব

েতওঁেলােক গাঁও 
পযৰ্ায়ত সৃি�শীল, 

আিথৰ্ক আৰু ৈশিক্ষক 
পিৰক�নাও ৰূপায়ণ 

কিৰব পােৰ

गाग्लोबजाग्राखौ 
रैखािथ होगोन 
आरो थानो 
जायगा होगोन।

जरेाव जाथाया जानो नािगरद� 
ब ेजायगायाव सहैनान ैनायगोन 
आरो बफेोरबायिद जाथायखौ 
जानायिनफ्राय होबथानो 
नांगौबािदय ैराहा लागोन।

इिण्डयान िपनोल क’ड िसंिन स�ेन 
151 बािदय ैजाय सुबङुा आयने 
बरेेखाय ैसमाजिन गोजोनखौ ख’हा 
खालामनो ज’ खालामो िबखौ 
हमगोन आरो ब ेसुबुंखौ िबसारिगिरिन 
िसगाङाव लांगोन।

सन्देहगोनां सुबुंफोरखौ आरो 
आइज�फोरखौ ब ेजायगािनफ्राय 
बोखारगोन आरो खगुाज� एबा िलरनान ै
सांग्रां खालामना गाग्लोबजाग्रािन 
माबाफोर ख’हा खालामनायिनफ्राय 
गोजानाव थाहोनाय।

समजिन खामािन 
मावनाय/एनिजअ’फोर जाय दायना 
बथुारनायिन बरेेखा सांग्रांिथ 
लाबोनान ैहाबाफािरफोर खुंफुङो ब े
सुबुं(फोर)खौ रैखािथ होनांगौ।

जबे्ला दायना बथुारनायिन बािद दायगोनां 
जाथाया जायो, िब/िबयो/िबसोर मोनस े
एफआइआर िथसनगोन, जुिदअ’बा जाथाय 
जानाय जायगाया िब/िबिन/िबसोरिन 
ओनसोलिन बायजोआव जायो आरो 
जबे्लािसम केसखौ दैथायहरनाय जाया 
अब्लािसम नांगौबािदय ैगासबैो राहा लानांगोन।

जायिख-जाया सोरकािर खामािन 
मावग्रा, गािमिन गाहाइ सुबुं/आइजो, 
प�ायतफोर, िभिसिडिसफोरा 
जाथायिन सोमोन्दै िमिथहोनाय आरो 
िथय ैसाखािथिन पुिलस थानायाव 
दायना बथुारनायिन सोमोन्दै फोरमायनो 
नांगौ आरो मददबो खालामनो नांगौ।

आयनेािर आफादफोरा एनिजअ’फोर, आइजो 
आफादफोर, सोल�थाइ फसंथानफोर, िजल्ला खुंथाइ 
आरो समाजिन खामािन मावग्राफोरज� ज’य ैहोबथानो 
राहा लानो थाखाय खामािन मावगोन आरो दायना 
बथुारनाय आरो आयनेिन सोमोन्दै सांग्रांिथ होनाय 
हाबाफािरफोर/पािब्लक केम्पइेनफोर खुंफंुगोन।

िबसोर गािमयािर 
खोन्दोआव आलादा 
साननाय, रांखाि�यािर 
आरो सोल�थाइ होनाय 
राहाबो लानो हागौ।
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Acts of commission/omission Penalty 
Identifying as witch and for abetment Imprisonment not less than 3 years but can extend up 

to a term of 7 years and with fine between ` 50,000/- to 
` 5,00,000/-

Causing death by using criminal force or 
sexual assault

Sec 302 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 i.e. life imprisonment/
death penalty and fine.

Compelling person to commit suicide Imprisonment not less than 7 years but may extend to 
life imprisonment and with fine between ` 1,00,000/- to 
` 5,00,000/-

Identifying person as witch to displace or 
occupy his/her property

Imprisonment not less  than 5 years but which may extend to 
10 years and with fine between  ` 1,00,000/- to ` 5,00,000/-

Using criminal force to outrage modesty Imprisonment not less than 5  years but which may extend to 
10  years and with fine between ` 10,000/- to ` 50,000/-

Inflicting other tortures like hair shaving, 
cutting body parts, verbal abuses, forcing 
to eat human excreta, prohibiting from 
employment, social functions, etc.

Imprisonment not less than 5  years but which may extend to 
10 years and with fine between ` 50,000/- to ` 1,00,000/-

Damaging reputation and dignity with 
intention to sexually exploit or extort  
money/property, etc.

Imprisonment not less than 3 years but which may extend to 
7 years and  with a fine between ` 10,000/- to ` 50,000/-

Misfortune that befalls a village/locality or 
community such as droughts, floods, crop  
loss, illness or any death

Imprisonment not less than 3 years and with fine between 
` 10,000/- to ` 50,000/-

Community involvement Fine between ` 5000/- and ` 30,000/-  
Imprisonment of 1 year or as decided by the court for non-
payment of fine

Causing disappearance of evidence, disruption 
investigation, shielding offender, etc.

Minimum 9 months to 7 years and shall also be liable to fine 
under Sec 201/182 of Indian Penal Code.

Role of Government and non-government stakeholders

Visit the place 
of occurrence 

Provide 
protection 
and shelter to 
the victim

Take suitable 
measures to 
prevent such 
incidences from 
happening

Issue verbal or 
written warning to 
the persons to 
abstain from inflicting 
harm upon the victim

Produce the 
accused 
persons before 
a Magistrate

Remove 
suspected persons 
and objects from 
the place

Arrest such persons 
who would unlawfully 
assemble to disturb 
public peace under 
Section 151 of Indian 
Penal Code

Protect person(s) 
associated with 
social work/NGOs who 
organize awareness 
programmes on 
witch hunting

When an offence of witch 
hunting is committed, 
he/she/they  will record an FIR, 
even if the place of occurrence is 
outside his/her/their  jurisdiction 
and take all the necessary steps 
till the case is transferred

Any government functionary, 
village headman/woman, 

Panchayats, VCDCs must report 
knowledge and occurrence of 
witch hunting to the nearest 
police station and assist too

Law enforcement agencies will 
work closely with NGOs, women’s 

organisations, educational institutions, 
district administration and social workers 
to take preventive measures and organize 
awareness programmes/public campaigns 

about witch hunting and the Act

They may 
also implement 

creative, economic 
and educative plans 

at the village level
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जबे्लािसम केसखौ दैथायहरनाय जाया 
अब्लािसम नांगौबािदय ैगासबैो राहा लानांगोन।

जायिख-जाया सोरकािर खामािन 
मावग्रा, गािमिन गाहाइ सुबुं/आइजो, 
प�ायतफोर, िभिसिडिसफोरा 
जाथायिन सोमोन्दै िमिथहोनाय आरो 
िथय ैसाखािथिन पुिलस थानायाव 
दायना बथुारनायिन सोमोन्दै फोरमायनो 
नांगौ आरो मददबो खालामनो नांगौ।

आयनेािर आफादफोरा एनिजअ’फोर, आइजो 
आफादफोर, सोल�थाइ फसंथानफोर, िजल्ला खुंथाइ 
आरो समाजिन खामािन मावग्राफोरज� ज’य ैहोबथानो 
राहा लानो थाखाय खामािन मावगोन आरो दायना 
बथुारनाय आरो आयनेिन सोमोन्दै सांग्रांिथ होनाय 
हाबाफािरफोर/पािब्लक केम्पइेनफोर खुंफंुगोन।

िबसोर गािमयािर 
खोन्दोआव आलादा 
साननाय, रांखाि�यािर 
आरो सोल�थाइ होनाय 
राहाबो लानो हागौ।
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State government will also 
• Provide free counseling and medical aid to aggrieved 

persons and their families.
• Establish protective homes and rehabilitation  

centers for affected persons.
• Ensure rehabilitation of aggrieved persons through 

different schemes. 
• Grant adequate compensation to victims or their 

nearest kins.

The Assam Victim Compensation Scheme, 2012 was amended by the Governor of 
Assam in 2019 by revising the quantum of compensation awarded in the Scheme. State 
government shall allot a separate budget for the purpose of the scheme every year. The 
scheme is operated by Assam State Legal Services Authority through the District Legal 
Services Authority. 

Amount of Compensation in cases of witch hunting:

Loss of life       Min. 7,00,000/- to Max. 8,00,000/- 

Bodily injuries     Min. 3,00,000/- to Max. 8,00,000/- 
(less than 20% to more then 50%)

Psychological injury     Min. 3,00,000/- to Max. 4,00,000/- 

Loss of earnings, employment, education  Min.5,00,000/- to Max. 8,00,000/-

FOR ASSISTANCE DIAL

100 (Assam Police), 181 (Women’s Helpline) &
0361 2220150 (Assam State Commission for Women)

Contact your headman/woman, Panchayat and Village Council 
Development Committee (VCDC).

For more information, call North East Network 94350 17824 & 

……………………………...........… District….….....…......................….…………………….

This information is available in English, Bodo, Assamese

www.northeastnetwork.org

* Any public servant who violates his/
her/their duty will have to face 
departmental action or a fine upto 
`10,000/- for misconduct.

* If a government officer or any other 
person undertakes any action in 
good faith to prevent or stop witch-
hunting, then no suit or prosecution 
shall lie against him/her/them.


